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From the Editor

Greetings and welcome!  

This is the inaugural issue of The Maritime Scuttlebutt!  a curated collection of news and features about the 
maritime industry, provided by The International Maritime Center Bay Area.  We are an ecumenical alliance for 
maritime welfare and community connectedness.  Our primary mission is to provide for the emotional, spiritual, 
social wellbeing and logistical needs of the seafarers. We provide hospitality and presence [“a home away from 
home”] as well as essential services to hundreds of seafarers each month while their ships are loading and 
unloading cargo at ports in the San Francisco Bay Area.  

With The Maritime Scuttlebutt our hope is to create greater awareness, concern and engagement in maritime 
affairs among people of strong values, purpose, and commitment to the common good.  The Maritime Scuttlebutt 
is one way that we seek to fulfill our mission of community connectedness. The maritime sector is vast with 
significant impacts on our daily lives, and those of the seafarers.  Therefore, The Scuttlebutt touches on several 
aspects of maritime affairs that deserve our attention and appreciation. 

We will produce The Scuttlebutt bi-monthly.    We hope that you find the Maritime Scuttlebutt informative, 
inspiring and interesting.  If you wish to subscribe free, please sign up at info@imcbayarea.net 

Feel free to reach out to me with questions, comments or suggestions at rwilkins.imc@gmail.com .  

Thanks for your support!  

Always forward together - full speed ahead!

Robert A. Wilkins
Executive Director, International Maritime Center
Chief Program Officer, Seafarers Ministry of the Golden Gate

Seafarers & Maritime Workers
The Vatican Makes an Urgent Call for Seafarers Shore Leave
The Vatican has made an urgent call for all seafarers to be granted shore leave immediately.  In a  
message ahead of Sea Sunday on 10th July, the Vatican said that governments and shipping companies 
must no longer use the pandemic “as an excuse” for banning the crew from going ashore.  Many 
seafarers are still being denied shore leave now even though they have been fully vaccinated.  “As long 
as they take the necessary precautions, seafarers have the right to put their feet on dry ground and 
meet people other than their colleagues on board,” said Cardinal Michael F. Czerny SJ, Prefect of the 
Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development.

8,800 Seafarers Have Been Abandoned in the Last 20 Years
Imagine being on the deck of a ship, sunny skies above, the gentle lapping of waves at the hull. It might 
be attractive to begin with, but then imagine that day stretching into weeks, then months. Add cold, wet 
and windy weather. Finally, factor in a lack of food, money, internet access and nothing to do all day 
long, combined with a complete lack of control over when you will see family, friends or loved ones 
again.  More than 8,800 seafarers around the world have faced the situation.  They are trapped on ships 
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that are no longer sailing anywhere or literally dumped at the nearest port and left to fend for 
themselves.

Some of them are anchored near harbors, some of them float way out on the ocean, but none of them 
can leave. The reasons for abandoned ships - and the abandonment of those seafarers on board - are 
many and varied. From owners running out of money for a voyage, to bankruptcy, to a ship reaching the 
end of its shelf-life and costing more to repair than to leave behind, to more extreme or unusual cases 
like mutiny or pandemic - crew abandonment is a real and frightening issue

The shipping industry’s workforce the crewing of vessels remains a very much male vocation.
Outgoing Nautical Institute President Jillian Carson-Jackson highlighted the lack of progress on diversity 
in the seafaring profession at the institute’s 50th anniversary celebrations.

“When I started in maritime in 1983 about 2% of seafarers were female. Here we are nearly forty years 
later in 2022 and still we are at 2%.  The maritime industry is very good at putting in place KPIs to drive 
change for operational and safety matters, but we don’t have measures of success for diversity and 
inclusion. As I take on the role of immediate past-President I would like to continue to work to move 
from 2% to 20%, and beyond,” Carson-Jackson said at two-day conference themed ‘Maritime Leadership 
in a Changing World’, part of the NI’s annual general meeting, which celebrated its golden anniversary.

U. S. Coast Guard Continues to Diversify with Largest Entering Class of Women Ever
The Class of 2026 arrived at the U.S. Coast Guard Academy on Day One, June 27, with the largest group 
of women in an incoming class in academy history. This year, 43 percent of the incoming students are 
women.  
More than 1,890 young women and men submitted applications to attend the academy, and 293 U.S. 
students were appointed and sworn into the class. The academy continues to make progress toward 
diversifying the corps of cadets with 38 percent of the incoming class coming from underrepresented 
minority groups.  In addition to the U.S. appointees, nine international cadets representing the 
Dominican Republic, the Philippines, Vietnam, Honduras, Palau, Guyana, and Taiwan are also part of this 
year’s incoming class. 

Shipping & Trucking
The Future of Shipping: We Are Nearing a Turning Point
Whether you like it or not, the maritime industry is the usual suspect when the talk focuses on 
environmental pollution and emissions. However, this is no surprise as this industry is carrying over 90 
percent of world trade. The ships are massive and with most of them being powered by fossil fuels are 
anything but environmentally friendly. But that is changing.

It seems that the generally conservative industry is nearing a turning point in its mindset. With the major 
companies one by one entering, fair to say, revolutionary “green” projects, ordering new ships with 
dual-fuel technologies or even the ones with zero emission, the industry is changing faster than ever. 
Let’s take a look at the latest projects, initiatives, and success stories. 
https://www.maritime-executive.com/features/the-future-of-shipping-we-are-nearing-a-turning-point
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Policy, Regulations & Legislation
Legislators caution Newsome that AB5 implementation will Devastate Trucking Industry
Twelve California state legislators are urging Gov. Gavin Newsom to use his executive power to exempt 
the trucking industry from the state’s latest worker classification law, stating it would drive nearly 
70,000 independent owner-operator truckers off the road in peak season while they comply with new 
regulations.
Assembly Bill 5 (AB5), which went into effect July 1 after three years of appeals, could result in the 
reclassification of all owner-operators within the state to employees. The state lawmakers are pushing 
Newsom to act after the US Supreme Court declined to hear their appeals.  
Trucks are the primary means for getting products in and out of the ports.  California ranks as a world 
economy due, in part, to its ability to move more than 40 percent of the nation’s products through its 
ports. The state already faces backlogs and other supply chain disruptions in the busiest month of the 
year.

American Port Access Privileges Act Seeks to ‘Restore Fairness’ at U.S. Ports
Representatives from California have introduced the American Port Access Privileges Act to help 
support agricultural exports leaving California ports. Congressmen John Garamendi, Jim Costa, and Mike 
Thompson introduced the legislation in the U.S. House of Representatives as a follow up to the Ocean 
Shipping Reform Act of 2022. The bill would provide priority berthing to incentivize ships to carry more 
American exports.  Ships looking to offload cargo would receive special treatment if they can show that 
more than half of their capacity will be reached through loading U.S. products.  Priority berthing would 
also be given to vessels that stop at more than one U.S. port [second leg ports, like Oakland] before 
departing for international ports. The legislation is to further efforts to prevent ocean carriers from 
refusing to take cargo loads of agricultural goods before departing back to foreign ports

Union-Commissioned Study Proposes Surcharge to Offset Lost Business and Public Costs
The cities of Los Angeles and Long Beach should establish a “displaced worker impact fee” on any new 
automation projects at the LA-LB port complex to offset the public costs resulting from dockworker job 
losses caused by automation, according to a report commissioned by the International Longshore and 
Warehouse Union (ILWU).

The report, entitled “Someone Else’s Ocean” and released by the ILWU this week, also suggests that the 
San Pedro Bay ports levy a surcharge on containers that are returned empty to overseas ports rather 
than being filled with export cargoes, with the revenues to be used to offset public costs that result from 
underutilization of California’s export capacity.

Business Calls on Biden to Intervene in Railroad Labor Talks 
US retailers are urging President Joe Biden to get labor unions and Class I railroads back to the 
negotiating table.  The National Retail Federation (NRF), urged Biden to use a Presidential Emergency 
Board (PEB) in order to send a signal to the negotiating parties, that policymakers want an agreement 
and will not tolerate rail service disruptions.   The 140,000 railroad workers in the US want higher wages 
and have complained of tough work conditions as the rail industry struggles to attract workers.

Disruption would ripple through rail networks, and add pressure to containerized supply chains and 
marine terminals that are clogged already, during this peak season ahead of end-of-year holidays.  The 
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United Rail Unions and the rail carrier companies ended talks in mid-June after three weeks of 
negotiations.  Importers are already nervous due to slow going in the West Coast port labor talks.    

Climate & Ocean Care
Ships Reduced Speeds off California to Protect Blue Whales and Skies
Eighteen shipping companies participated in the 2021 “Protecting Blue Whales & Blue Skies” program 
initiative to cut air pollution and protect endangered whales. Ship strikes are a major threat to whales 
globally and to the recovery of endangered blue, fin, and humpback whales in California waters.   
Reducing the risk of ship strikes is a major priority of NOAA, including NOAA’s West Coast national 
marine sanctuaries.  Ships voluntarily agreed to travel at 10 knots or less in designated Vehicle Speed 
Reduction zones in the San Francisco Bay Area and the Southern California region. The voluntary 
incentive program ran from May 15, 2021 through November 15, 2021. 
Participating ships traveled nearly 280,000 nautical miles during the program period.  Nearly 180,000 
nautical miles were at 10 knots or less, equivalent to traversing the circumference of the Earth more 
than eight times.  • Ships in the 200-nautical-mile southern California VSR zone traveled at reduced 
speed for 66% of the miles traveled.  In the 50-nautical-mile San Francisco Bay Area VSR zone, the rate 
was 60%. • Shipping companies reduced their air pollutant emissions by 650 tons of NOx [nitrogen 
oxides] and 22,201 metric tons of regional GHGs (Green House Gases]. This equates to the GHG 
emissions from 4,784 passenger vehicles driven for one year.

Proposed Clean Shipping Act of 2022 proposes to Empower EPA to Regulate CO2
A new bill from California Representatives Alan Lowenthal and Nanette Barragán would restore 
authority to the EPA to regulate CO2  emissions – but only for ships.   The bill would require the EPA to 
enforce new fuel carbon-intensity standards for commercial voyages, international and domestic, 
involving any "U.S. ports of call."   “We no longer have the luxury of waiting to act,” Congressman 
Lowenthal said. “We must face the fact that we are at a tipping point in the climate crisis; we must move 
beyond fossil fuels, and that includes air, land and sea transportation sources."

Calendar
JULY 23 Maritime Heritage Sail on Matthew Turner – Sausalito CA

SEP 9 – 11 Ocean Institute 38th Annual Maritime Festival  - Dana Point Harbor CA

SEP 26 International Conference on Marine and Naval Engineering – San Francisco CA

SEP 29 World Maritime Day for More Click here

UPCOMING AT IMC BAY AREA

SEP [tbd] Silver-Diamond Anniversary Closing Celebration 

DEC 3/10 The World of Pancakes [fundraiser and 2022 Christmas at Sea kickoff]

The International Maritime Center
Seafarers Ministry of the Golden Gate

4001 7th Street ▪ Oakland CA 94619
510-839-2226 ▪ imcbayarea.net ▪ smgg.org


