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Welcome to the September edition of the Maritime Scuttlebutt!  We, the International Maritime 
Center [charter members Seafarers Ministry of the Golden Gate, Stella Maris and the Korean American 
Presbyterian Church, are pleased to present this newsletter to you bi-monthly.  We choose topics and 
articles from among many professional sources to keep you generally informed about the important 
matters going on in the maritime industry.  The maritime industry impacts all of our lives in numerous 
ways on a daily basis.  

We also want to update you on the issues, challenges and opportunities that we, in maritime welfare 
and ministry, confront as we execute our mission to welcome and care for international seafarers while 
their ships are loading and unloading cargo at ports in the Bay Area.  

We thank you for your support, we cannot do it without you.  If you have not yet has the opportunity to 
support us, we heartily invite you to join with us in this important work.  We have include in this mailing 
a working document – Holidays and Christmas at Sea 2022: Starting Thoughts – which provides details 
about our annual effort to make the lives of seafarers a little more pleasant while they are away from 
home and family during the Christmas holidays.  Again, we welcome you to join us in this ministry of 
presence and hospitality.  

Please feel free to get in touch with us with suggestions, ideas or questions.  

Sincerely,

Robert
Robert A. Wilkins, 
Chief Program Officer, Seafarers Ministry of the Golden Gate
Executive Director, The International Maritime Center
 rwilkins@smgg.org  

SEAFARERS & MARITIME WORKERS
Cases of crew abandonment increasing.  According to the International Transport Workers Federation, 
the cases of crew abandonment are rising despite the current high levels of global shipping markets. 
Based on data from the first seven months of the year, the ITF suggested that 2022 is on track to record 
the highest number of seafarers abandoned by shipowners.
The ITF has noted a rise in the number of seafarers reporting non-payment of wages for periods of two 
months or longer – which meets the International Labour Organization definition of abandonment.
“Seafarers might think it’s normal to go unpaid for a couple of months, waiting for a shipowner to sort out 
financing, but they need to be aware that non-payment can also be a sign that a shipowner is about to cut 
them loose and leave them abandoned,” stated Steve Trowsdale, the ITF inspectorate coordinator.

Ukraine Allows its Seafarers to Rejoin Foreign Ships. All Ukrainian men aged 18-60 have been subject to 
a wartime travel ban since February, but certain seafarers will soon have an exemption.  Ukrainian 
seafarers bring up to $4 billion annually to the country. Ukraine ranks sixth in the world in terms of the 
number of employed seafarers.

mailto:rwilkins@smgg.org
https://maritimemag.com/en/cases-of-crew-abandonment-increasing/
https://www.maritime-executive.com/editorials/ukraine-s-government-allows-its-seafarers-to-rejoin-foreign-ships
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Seafarers Get Time for Shore Leave During Felixstowe Strike. The strike at the Port of Felixstowe in 
the UK created challenges for UK importers and exporters, but also provided one crew with an  
opportunity for shore leave, with the aid of Stella Maris, the seafarers’ charity. 

2022 Women Seafarers Report Identifies Problems and Progress for Women Seafarers
Men make up 98% of the world’s 1.6 million seafarers. Although there are industry initiatives to bring 
more women into seafaring, change is happening slowly and many barriers to a life at sea for women 
still exist. The 2022 Women Seafarers Report, created by The Mission to Seafarers, reflects on what a life 
at sea looks like for women and on how organizations can better support female seafarers. The 
following are some of the key takeaways: 

Education and training.  Discrimination against female seafarers is rife within maritime education and 
training. In certain countries, women are discouraged from enrolling on nautical courses, and when they 
do, training staff can be dismissive or contemptuous. 
Disrespect for female seafarers is pervasive as male colleagues display attitudes from hostility to 
discriminatory comments framed as jokes.  Even Women in senior positions face insubordination from 
male seafarers who refuse to take orders from a woman.
Sexual harassment in the form of inappropriate remarks or threats to physical violence and sexual 
assault are among the more troublesome issues women seafarers face.  Some women lock themselves 
in their cabins at night for safety
Health concerns. Access to quality healthcare is an issue for all seafarers, but can be especially difficult 
for women seafarers. 
Social exclusion by male seafarers occurs when determining activities and entertainment options 
onboard – i.e. men choose things that are more appealing for men and often inappropriate for women. 
For example, if pornography is being watched or openly displayed, or TV sets are dominated by shows 
targeted to a male audience, women seafarers may prefer to stay alone in their cabins. 

Many organizations have implemented anti-harassment policies, which are backed up by company 
training and courses. Women seafarers are positive about these initiatives and are more likely to come 
forward with any personal experiences of discrimination, sexual harassment.  But change is slow. 

Read the article and sign up to receive The Sea magazine here.

SHIPPING & TRUCKING
U.S. Navy Christens its Third Autonomous Crewboat
The U.S. Navy has added a third vessel to its fleet of medium-sized uncrewed workboats, which were 
first developed and unveiled by the Pentagon-run "Operation Overlord" program. Mariner is a modern 
200-foot crewboat built at Gulf Craft and adapted to the Navy's needs before delivery. Mariner was 
christened in a ceremony August 22 at the U.S. Naval Academy, where she is on display to introduce the 
concept of uncrewed operations to cadets and more senior personnel alike. She will soon join the Navy's 
other USVs in San Diego, under the supervision of Surface Development Squadron One. 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/seafarers-get-time-for-shore-leave-during-felixstowe-strike
https://www.missiontoseafarers.org/the-sea/breaking-down-gender-barriers-at-sea
https://missiontoseafarers.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a08e0b32883177df4300edafd&id=2241a95c81&e=dfe0b3ccb4
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/u-s-navy-christens-its-third-autonomous-crewboat
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American Nut Exporters Looking for Ways to Avoid Clogged California Port
US nut exporters — fed up with delays at California’s Port of Oakland — are in talks with top steamship 
and rail carriers for a new trade route to get their products overseas. 
Northern California farm groups — including those representing walnut, wine and rice shippers — have 
had discussions with BNSF Railway Co., the largest US railway, CMA CGM SA, the world’s No. 3 
container-shipping line, as well as state officials on a plan to haul containers from California’s Central 
Valley to the biggest US port in Los Angeles, said Rachel Campbell, a spokesperson for the maritime 
operation.  About a quarter of all US food is produced in Central Valley. 
The goal is to find an alternative to Oakland, a Bay Area port grappling with severe supply-chain snarls 
that have held up global shipments of goods like almonds and walnuts, the bulk of which come from the 
US. 

CLIMATE & OCEAN
Maritime infographic: Underwater Cities of our Future
A Japanese company, Shimizu Corporation, has presented OCEAN SPIRAL concept for a deep sea city of 
the future.  The latest plan consists of building a submerged city of concrete, 500m in diameter, with a 
spherical shell and triangular acrylic plates measuring 50m on each side.
The city would initially be able to fit a hotel, a number of homes, stores, offices, and other facilities, and 
have an approximate population of 5000, with 4000 permanent residents.
According to the new concept, the city would be sustainable and almost entirely self-sufficient, with 
ocean thermal energy conversion generating electricity via a heat engine that takes advantage of 
differences in temperature between water on the ocean surface, which is heated by the sun, and cold 
deep sea water.
ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY
MV George III becomes first LNG boxship to call Bay Area
The George III was the first liquefied natural gas (LNG) powered vessel to call Oakland when it docked on 
31 August.  The 774-foot LNG-fuelled containership was built in Brownsville, Texas by Keppel AmFELS, 
and is the first of two new ‘Ohana Class vessels to join Pasha Hawaii’s fleet, connecting the West Coast 
and Hawaii.  Pasha Hawaii is part of 75-year-old, third-generation, family-owned company The Pasha 
Group, whose roots were rooted in the Bay Area in 1947.
Operating on natural gas from day one, the new Jones Act vessel surpasses the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) 2030 emission standards for ocean vessels, representing the most technologically 
advanced and environmentally friendly vessel to serve Hawaii.

POLICY, REGULATIONS & LEGISLATION
Biden Administration files request in federal court to overturn ban on offshore fracking in California
The Biden administration filed a request this week asking the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals to overturn a 
lower court decision that halted offshore fracking in federal waters off California. The filing asks for an 
“en banc” review – i.e., a review by all judges of the court.
Both the Center for Biological Diversity and then California attorney general Kamala Harris – now Vice 
President in the Biden administration – sued the federal government in 2016 to stop offshore fracking. 

https://gcaptain.com/american-nut-exporters-looking-for-ways-to-avoid-clogged-california-port/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-1394fe40d2-170382462&mc_cid=1394fe40d2&mc_eid=3605e97e8d
https://maritimecyprus.com/2022/08/17/maritime-infographic-underwater-cities-of-our-future-2/
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/mv-george-iii-becomes-first-lng-boxship-to-call-bay-area/
https://splash247.com/biden-administration-files-request-in-federal-court-to-overturn-ban-on-offshore-fracking-in-california/
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In June, a three-judge panel of the 9th Circuit upheld a lower court decision that prohibits offshore 
fracking in federal waters off the California coast. Now the administration is asking for the en banc 
review to overturn that ruling and allow offshore fracking to resume.
“It’s incredibly disappointing to see the Biden administration doing the oil industry’s bidding by 
defending fracking off the California coast,” said Kristen Monsell, an attorney at the Center for Biological 
Diversity.

ADVOCACY/INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES  
2022 International Coastal Cleanup®#SeatheChange 
Plastic pollution is a massive problem for our ocean but your small actions can make a big difference. 
From plankton to whales, animals throughout the ocean are finding their homes polluted by plastics. 
Join us for the International Coastal Cleanup to be the change and #SeatheChange. Every bottle, every 
straw, every piece of trash you clean up can lead to a cleaner, healthier ocean.

OTHER ITEMS IN INTEREST AND IMPORTANCE
Rewriting women into maritime history project launches 

Growing Cruiseship Traffic Volumes Will Drive Demand For More Polar Bandwidth

Solving the maritime recruitment crisis: why salary rises are not enough

Third Officer Murders Captain and First Officer on Tanke

Please contact us with questions, comments and suggestions:
info@imcbayarea.net

For information on volunteer opportunities:
chaplain@smgg.org

Send inquires and donations to:

Seafarers Ministry of the Golden Gate
4001 7th Street

Oakland CA  94607

Robert A. Wilkins
Executive Director, International Maritime Center

Chief Program Officer, Seafarers Ministry of the Golden Gate
rwilkins@smgg.org; rwilkins@imcbayarea.net

510-839-2226 [office]; 510-697-1424 [cell] 

https://splash247.com/us-federal-appeals-court-affirms-moratorium-on-offshore-fracking-off-california/
https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/icc/?ea.tracking.id=22LPINEAXX&utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=monthlynewsletter202209&utm_content=20220901-MonthlyNewsletter-Prospects-Email1B-22LPINEAXX
https://splash247.com/rewriting-women-into-maritime-history-project-launches/
https://gcaptain.com/growing-cruiseship-traffic-volumes-will-drive-demand-for-more-polar-bandwidth/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-27d79b6fa0-170382462&mc_cid=27d79b6fa0&mc_eid=3605e97e8d
https://splash247.com/solving-the-maritime-recruitment-crisis-why-salary-rises-are-not-enough/
https://maritime-executive.com/article/third-officer-murders-captain-and-first-officer-on-tanker
mailto:info@imcbayarea.net
mailto:chaplain@smgg.org
mailto:rwilkins@smgg.org
mailto:rwilkins@imcbayarea.net

